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when he goes off mooning. Mr. Gomme does indeed protest, 
albeit softly. He has cleared up a good deal of debatable ground, 
and done knight's choice for the anthropologist not only in 
criticism both destructive and constructive, but also in setting 
out his own opinions so exactly and yet completely that they 
are fit for challenge or support by the next comer. Besides 
all this he has supplied a winning introduction into the lore 
that he loves for the general reader and the amateur, for whom 
surely this shelf of " Antiquary's Books " was primarily devised, 
in all their ruddy gallantry of press-work and binding, gentle- 
men's books in the good old sense of the word, and has opened at 
least a glimpse into his enchanting store of " antique fables and 
fairy toys." 



MEDIEVAL REPRINTS. 

To those interested in the revival of saintly lore and the mys- 
tical religion of the centuries stretching from the tenth to the 
fifteenth, the subject is at once so absorbing and so illuminating 
as to need nothing further than an indication of what reprints are 
procurable. Mathilda of Magdeburg, a nun of the thirteenth cen- 
tury, has left a valuable and poetic document* consisting of three 
books : " The Book of the Return Inward," " The Book of Vision," 
"The Book of Blessedness." The first is aphoristic and pro- 
verbial in form; she opens with the main tenet of the mystic 
doctrine : " This is a book of love and in love shall it be com- 
pleted; for nothing is so wise, or so holy, or so strong, or so 
beautiful, or so perfect as love." The second book of the King- 
dom of Heaven, the nine choirs, the thrones of the apostles, the 
Virgin and Christ, and the rewards of preachers, martyrs and 
virgins, and the doctrine of unbaptized children has in it more 
of temporal error and less of divine truth, while Book III, in 
the form of dialogues between Love and the Soul, between the 
Soul and the senses, etc., despite its quaintnesses, holds much 
that is of great and lasting value. The mode of speech is at times 
to modern ears irreverently amorous and anthropomorphic, but 
none the less is there beneath its local and temporal form, indeed, 
a flowing light from the Divine. 

* " Das Fliessende Lieht der Gottheit." By Mechthild von Magdeburg. 
Vsrlag, Berlin: (Esterheld & Co., 1907. 
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In Inge's " Christian Mysticism " (1899) he refers to a manu- 
script sent him by Miss G. H. Warrack, which she had copied 
from the manuscript in the British Museum, from which he 
prepared his able summary of the conclusions of this most cheer- 
ful and lovable anchoress. The absence of all unpleasant and 
irreverent intimacy with the heavenly hosts is one of the dis- 
tinguishing and agreeable qualities in the Lady Juliana's book,* 
and most remarkable is it that without book knowledge or learn- 
ing of any sort she was led by the contemplative life to the same 
conclusions reached by the most profound and philosophic of the 
mystics. She deals lucidly with a theory of dual personality and 
forebodes Pascal's "Hadst thou not had me, thou wouldst not 
seek me," when she says : " Our Lord said to me : I am the ground 
of thy beseeching; first it is my will that thou have it and then 
I make thee to wish for it and then I make thee to beseech it." 
Again the immortality of the soul presupposing its prenatal as 
well as postnatal existence, so insistent a point in modern poetry, 
was one of this untaught woman's conclusions; her vain search 
for a hell (although she carefully says " in all things I believe as 
the Holy Church believeth, preacheth and teacheth"), for God 
showed her none other than saved souls, her sense of the solidarity 
of the race, "for in this oneness standeth the life of all man- 
kind," her robust and cheerful Christianity makes the document 
a valuable and delightfully readable addition to the literature 
of mystical philosophy. 



These quatrains-|- from Johannes Schemer, better known as 
Angelus Silesius, have filtered through English hymnology under 
many and various forms without attribution to their original 
source. It is, therefore, a valuable contribution to mystical 
literature to have even this small selection from the " Cherub- 
inischer Wandersmann" given us, with the English translation 
and the German text on the same page. Some of the finest 
quatrains from the original are omitted and the translations are 
far from being poetic. There are times, too, when in an at- 

* " Revelations of Divine Love by Juliana, Anchoress at Norwich, 1373." 
A version from the manuscript in the British Museum edited by Grace 
Warrack; third edition. London: Methuen & Co., 1909. 

t " Angelus Silesius." A selection from the rhymes of a German 
mystic. Translated in original metre by Paul Carus. Chicago: Open 
Court Publishing Company, 1909. 



